[Towards a sociology of hospitalized populations: Resorting to the hospital in Germany in the early nineteenth century].
Based on a sociological analysis of the populations which were hospitalized in the German academic hospitals during the first half of the 19th century, the purpose of this article is to put into perspective the equivalence which has often been established between penury and hospitalization. Indeed during this period the use of hospitals had not yet spread to all social classes; but numerous signs (such as the rate of activity, the age or the sex of the patients, their geographical origin, the duration of their stay and above all the development of the hospital insurances) shows that the German hospital was in no way only the refuge of indigent and marginal people but an answer to a demand springing from the popular classes as a whole.